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Dear Sarah,  

  

Re: Renewing the National Hate Crime Action Plan 

 

I am writing to ask that the Home Office renew and strengthen the National Hate Crime Action Plan, 

which has not been updated since its refresh in 2020. This letter follows similar correspondence you 

will have received from SARI (Stand Against Racism & Inequality), a specialist hate crime charity 

operating in my constituency, which I work with closely.  

 

The profound human, social and economic cost of hate crime is felt daily in my constituency and 

across the UK. The absence of an up-to-date national strategy leaves victims, communities, and 

frontline agencies without the coordinated leadership required at a time when hate-motivated 

incidents are rising and becoming more complex. The Crime Survey for England and Wales 

continues to show that hate crime is a significant and persistent problem. Recent estimates indicate 

substantial volumes of hate crime each year, with many victims never reporting to the authorities. 

Police-recorded hate crime has also been elevated over the past decade, with race-related hate crime 

consistently the most common category. While improved recording practices account for some of 

the change, the Home Office also notes genuine increases in hostility behind these trends. 

 

We are also witnessing a concerning rise in extreme right-wing activity, rhetoric, and mobilisation. 

The UK’s security agencies continue to warn about extreme right-wing terrorism as a stubborn and 

evolving threat, whilst civil society and think-tanks highlight the role of online radicalisation, 

conspiracy-driven narratives and dehumanising language towards minority groups. The UK is not 

alone. Around the world, hate-motivated violence and extremist rhetoric have surged, driven by 

geopolitical tensions, online radicalisation and polarisation. Recent global events illustrate the 

urgency, from the 2025 Bondi Beach attack in Sydney to the racially motivated riots in summer 

2024 here in the UK. Transnational online extremist ecosystems amplify and spread harmful 

narratives across borders, demanding a coordinated response that includes regulation, platform 

accountability and digital literacy.  

 

The UK has learned painful lessons from tragic cases that exposed institutional failings and the 

consequences of not acting early. Many cases demonstrate how hate crimes can escalate into 

extremism when early warning signs are missed, from the murders of Bijan Ebrahimi and Kamal 

Ahmad Ali in Bristol; the deaths of Fiona Pilkington and her daughter Francecca following years of 

disability-related harassment; and cases such as Mohammed Saleem, Lee Rigby and the Finsbury 

Park mosque attack.   

 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8537/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2022-to-2023/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2022-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2022-to-2023/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2022-to-2023
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/director-general-ken-mccallum-gives-latest-threat-update
https://policycommons.net/artifacts/11757514/state-of-hate-2024/12648801/
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/files/documents/1225-multi-agency-learning-review-following-the-murder-of-bijan-ebrahimi
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/files/documents/1225-multi-agency-learning-review-following-the-murder-of-bijan-ebrahimi
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leicestershire-13504618
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiblrKWgdyTAxVYWUEAHRecITsQFnoECBkQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-england-24614280&usg=AOvVaw2hHnS3DqnFhciKECG2nYtJ&opi=89978449
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/19/lee-rigby-murder-michael-adebolajo-adebowale-guilty
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/feb/02/finsbury-park-attack-darren-osborne-jailed
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/feb/02/finsbury-park-attack-darren-osborne-jailed
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The 2016–2020 National Hate Crime Action Plan provided a valuable framework for improving 

reporting, supporting victims, and building community resilience. However, the landscape has 

changed dramatically since 2020 — including the pandemic’s unequal impacts, heightened 

polarisation and online hate, rising antisemitism and Islamophobia linked to international conflicts, 

growing hostility toward migrants, asylum seekers and refugees, and increased targeting of 

LGBTQ+ communities. 

 

A refreshed National Hate Crime Action Plan is now needed to reaffirm the UK’s commitment to 

tackling all forms of hate crime. I recognise that the government has recently published its 

Protecting What Matters Community Cohesion Strategy and Action Plan, but key provisions are not 

included in this.  

 

A new National Hate Crime Action Plan must: 

 

• Provide a framework for multi-agency coordination on hate crime. 

• Make provision for specialist hate-crime victim services. 

• Create a statutory duty for local authorities to provide hate-crime support, akin to the 

statutory framework for domestic abuse support, to end the postcode lottery of victim 

support 

• Include specific measures to tackle online hate or extremism. 

• Improve hate-crime data collection or transparency. 

• Offer hate-crime-specific prevention or education initiatives. 

• Have due regard for the murders that have led to many of the above recommendations, such 

as the deaths of Stephen Lawrence, Anthony Walker, Fiona Pilkington and Sophie Lancaster 

 

I would be very happy to discuss this matter with you further, or to put you in touch with SARI, who 

stand ready to support the Home Office in this work. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Carla Denyer MP 

Member of Parliament for Bristol Central 

 


