
 

Rt Hon Kemi Badenoch MP  
Leader of the Opposition  

Thursday 2nd October 2025  

Dear Kemi,  

We are writing in response to your proposal to scrap the Climate Change Act 2008. This proposal  
would undermine Britain’s economic strength, national security, and environmental leadership. We  
urge you to reconsider your position.  

A risk to our economy  

The Climate Change Act has given businesses and investors the certainty to back Britain’s fast 

growing clean economy, now worth over £83 billion and employing nearly a million peoplei. This  
sector is expanding three times faster than the rest of the economy. Scrapping the Act would rip  
away that certainty, costing jobs and investment at a time when economic stability is vital.  

The UK has already shown that growth and emissions cuts go hand in hand. In 2024, the then  
Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero (now Shadow) Clare Coutinho celebratedii the fact  
that the UK was the first major economy to have cut its emissions by 50 per cent between 1990 and  
2022, while also growing its economy by 79 per cent. Walking away from the law that underpinned  
this success would create massive uncertainty.  

The costs of inaction are significantly greater than the costs of acting. The Office for Budget  
Responsibility (OBR) warns that unchecked climate change could shrink the UK economy by 8 per  

cent by the 2070s, adding debt worth more than half of the UK’s GDPiii.  

A risk to our national security  

Climate change is a national security threat. It multiplies risks, fuels instability, and puts pressure on  
our armed forces and infrastructure.  

Your own government’s Integrated Review of Security, Defence, Development and Foreign Policy 
(2021)iv recognised that climate change and biodiversity loss are among the most severe tests to  
global resilience, demanding urgent action. The Act is the framework that makes UK action credible  
at home and abroad. Weakening it undermines our sovereignty, national security, and our global  
standing. 

 
 
 
 



 
The Act also provides certainty and investor confidence for our energy security, supporting the UK to  
be less reliant on volatile foreign energy markets and the associated price spikes.  

A risk to climate and nature at home and abroad  

The Act makes climate targets legally binding and ensures governments are held to account. Without  
it, climate policy becomes voluntary and subject to political convenience. The Act has also  
underpinned Britain’s international leadership, helping to spur others into action. China, for example,  
now derives over 10 per centv of its economy from clean energy industries. China’s CO2 emissions are  

also on track to fall across 2025 as a wholevi.  

Without the legal framework of the Climate Change Act sending a message to other countries the  
climate emergency would be even greater. This is an economic, security, and environmental necessity  
as well as a moral imperative to encourage others to follow our lead.  

Climate change is the gravest threat to British nature with the extremes of heat and drought and  
rising sea temperatures threatening our animals, birds and trees and plants. We’ve had two of the  

worst harvests on record putting our food security at riskvii. You can’t support the British environment  
if you’re not serious about tackling climate change.  

On the wrong side of public opinion  

Your proposal is also out of step with the public, who overwhelmingly want strong government action  

on climate changeviii.  

The Climate Change Act is central to Britain’s prosperity, security, global reputation and is crucial to  
the fight against both climate change and nature degradation. Repealing it would be a reckless  
backward step. We urge you to think again.  

Yours sincerely,  
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viii https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2025/03/18/c4b0f/1 

 
 
 
 


